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so wrought upon the patriotism of the Protestants that they were always glad to join the Catholics in defence of their common country. In England Laud depressed the Puritans so as to undermine their loyalty to the Crown. Under his system of governmental preferments it soon became apparent to all that the good order, morality, and piety of the Church were suffering a serious decline.
The first step taken by Charles after the dissolution of the third Parliament was to lay an information in the Star Chamber for seditious speech against nine members of the House of Commons, Sir John Eliot, Denxil IIoIHs, Benjamin Valentine, Walter Long, William Coriton, William Strode, John Scldon, Sir Miles Hobart, and Sir Peter I layman.1 Of these men Sir John Eliot refused to acknowledge his fault, was fined heavily, and thrown into prison, where he died ; while two others, Hollis and Strode, were twelve years later immortalised by being named in the writ for the arrest of the five members.
A proclamation was issued accounting it presumption for any one to suggest the calling of another Parliament.
Tonnage and poundage continued to be assessed by the royal authority without the consent of Parliament.
In order that the militia might be duly drilled, each county was assessed a certain sum for maintaining a muster-master, appointed for that purpose.
Compositions were openly made with the recusant Catholics, and the religion of that sect became a regular source of the revenue. The Catholics were not oppressed in any other way during the reign of Charles, and tin* harsh laws which the Puritan spirit of the nation had called forth against them were allowed to sink into a tolerant inactivity.
A commission was issued for compounding with those! enjoying Crown lands upon defective titles, an expedient by which some money was secured to the gaping Treasury.9
An old statute, now thought to be obsolete, was revived, by which all who possessed twenty pounds a year should be
1  kushworth, vol. i., j>, 666.
2 Ibid*) vol. it., p. 49,